
Sahiry Carolina Rodri-
guez ó07 is a graduate of 
St. Lawrence University, 
having completed her 
undergraduate in May 
2007 with a double ma-
jor in Government and 
Philosophy (honors). 
Born in the Dominican 
Republic, Sahiry, whose 
first name translates her 
passion for knowledge 
and sweetness of heart, is 
currently the McNair 
Project Coordinator. Sa-
hiry is not only a fellow 
Laurentian but an 
Alumna of McNair, 

CSTEP and HEOP. After 
completing her Masters 
of Education in Counsel-
ing and Human Develop-
ment ô08 she decided to 
stay in the North Coun-
try and use her skills and 
resources to the benefit 
of our program. 

Apart from McNair, Sa-
hiry is very involved in 
the Rising Star mentoring 
program with Dr. Marga-
ret Bass. 

Sahiryôs office is next to 
Carol Buddôs. Be sure to 
stop in an welcome her! 
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LEAP stands for 

Laurentian Educa-

tion Access Pro-

grams and repre-

sents a partner-

ship among the 

Higher Education 

Opportunity Pro-

gram (HEOP), the 

Collegiate Science 

and Technology 
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(CSTEP), and the 

McNair Postbacca-

laureate Achieve-

ment Program.  
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HEOP Pre-First Year Summer: Class of 2012 
 On June 28, 2008, the SLU Higher Education Opportunity Program welcomed 15 pre-first year students-the Class of 2012 -to 

campus for their first taste of college, the 5-week summer session.  During the academically rigorous program the students were en-

rolled in an elective course in either Rhetoric and Public Speaking taught by Ann Marie Halstead, Sociology taught by Ron Flores, or 

Pre-Calculus taught by Maegan Bos.  All 15 students took Discourse Studies taught by Paul Graham.  In all courses, the students were 

introduced to various areas of academicsðself management, effective note-taking,   researching, and presentations.   

 The newest component of the summer program was the faculty-administrative lunch connection at Dana Dining Center spon-

sored by Faculty Affairs.  The lunches were an overwhelming success with 70 faculty and administrative staff joining the students to 

engage in conversation and learn more about their research and their role on the St. Lawrence University campus.    

 The summer also consisted of acclimating the students to the North Country culture, canoeing on the Little and Grasse Riv-

ers, hiking and picnicking at Lampson Falls, volunteering at the Awkesasne Indian Reservation, attending a play at the Pendragon 

Theatre in Saranac Lake and hiking Azure Mountain on the last day.   

 HEOP thanks everyone at St. Lawrence University for their continued help and support for making our annual summer pro-

gram a success.  This academic year, HEOP at St. Lawrence University celebrates 40 years of academic success on campus and in New 

York State 1969-2009. 

Top: Pictures Left: Taylor Park BeachðRasheem 

Caines, Jasmin Garcia, Erin Colvin, Burgundy Ma-

goon, and Crystal Vendrell.  Pictured Right: Canoe-

ing on the Grasse RiverðIsaiha Pounds, Trevor Saun-

ders, John Calero, and Anel Leon  

Middle: Pictured Left: HEOP summer students vol-

unteering at Awkesasne Indian Reservation.  Pic-

tured Right: Dr. Val Lehr speaks to students about 

the Liberal Arts and presents courses across the cur-

riculum during the     College Success morning ses-

sion.   

Bottom: Pictured Left: Trevor Saunders studies at 

the QRC with tutor Richard Torres.  Pictured Mid-

dle: Joan Larson enjoys lunch and conversation with 

Crystal Vendrell and Anel Leon. Pictured Right: 

Erika Vasquez, Thahitun Mariam  and Diomedes 

Gonzales have lunch with their FYP Professor Dr. 

Ilia Casanova-Marengo.   


